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Message by His Excellency Mr. Mohamed Nasheed
President of the Republic of Maldives
On the Occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the Adoption
of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
10 December 2008

It is so often through loss, that we comprehend the true
magnitude of the loss. The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights spells out what Humanity should not loose. It reflects
the international consensus on the fundamental freedoms and
the inalienable rights of humankind. The enduring appeal and
importance of the document reminds us all that, despite our
differences, all nations, cultures and peoples share certain
fundamental values that hind us together into a common
humanity. It also reminds us that, to quote the Declaration,
“all of us are bon free and equal in dignity and rights”.

When these simple truths are honoured and valued, a
country can grow and develop, in peace and prosperity.
When they are ignored or downtrodden, progress is replaced
by reaction; peace is replaced by conflict; and hope is
replaced by fear.

The aim of the document was and is, to be a practical
guideline for how people around the world should live their
lives and behave towards one another.

In today’s Maldives, the ideals and
principles contained in the Universal
Declaration have come alive; in our
vibrant free media; in our active civil
society; in our independent judiciary;
in our assertive national Human Rights
Commission: in the free. fair and

calm presidential elections; and in the smooth transfer of
power from the old to the new Governments.

These achievements demonstrate, without any doubt, that the
spirit encapsulated in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights is alive and well in the Maldives. Today, | call on my
compatriots and on free peoples everywhere to use this
happy anniversary to reflect on the rights and responsibilities
beholden on all of us, and use the fulfillment and enjoyment
of those rights to build a better, fairer and more just society
for ourselves and for our children and for all humankind.

It is my firm belief that the practical vision laid down 60
years ago by the drafters of the Declaration, has found
practical reality today in the new Maldives that was horn on
11th November this year.

Statement of the UN Resident Coordinator in the Maldives — Mr. Patrice Coeur-Bizot on the

occasion of Human Rights Day — 10 December 2008

Today as we celebrate Human Rights Day, we also mark the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. ~ With this, the world has cause to celebrate the great achievements made on the road to ensuring fundamental
freedoms for everyone.

Today is also the culmination of a global year long human rights campaign which was spearheaded by the UN Secretary
General to mark this important milestone. As the Maldives joins in the celebration of these rights and this day, it is a
chance to reflect upon the achievements of the country and reaffirm the national commitment to remove all obstacles to the
realization of human rights.  Moreover to publicly reaffrm that the Universal Declaration and its core values of inherent
human dignity, justice, non-discrimination, equality, faimess and universality apply to every Maldivian.

The maintenance of the Declaration and the universality of human rights at the centre of the country’s development is
significant especially as the country moves forward to consolidate its democracy and address the socio-economic challenges
ahead, in order to ensure a better future and life in dignity to which every Maldivian is entitled.

At this critical juncture in the history of the Maldives, it is essential that the Government, Human Rights Commission, civil
society, private sector and individuals work together to efficiently protect and promote human rights.
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Ministry of Family & Health Rights for Al Ensure Maldives, Ministry of
Education, Child Abuse Watch, Society for Health Education and Care Society, all
joined together to mark a week long campaign for the prevention of Child Abuse.
World Day for Prevention of Child Abuse is marked on 19" November and the
HRCM has joined the coalition with WWSF to mark this day, with several events
organized in collaboration with the ahove mentioned authorities and NGOs.

During the week long campaign, special programs on Prevention of Child Abuse
were aired on television and radio. Special messages in the form of TV and
Radio spots were aired.

Television programs aimed for the general public included panel discussions on the topic of Child Abuse, featuring panelists from the
various sectors of society, from NGOs and government authorities. Leaflets, Posters and Stickers prepared by NGOs in collaboration
with HRCM on the topic “Prevention of Child Abuse — My Responsibility” were also distributed nationwide. Billooards were also put
up at various locations in Male’ depicting Prevention of Child Abuse.

The most outstanding event of the week was a symbolic hand holding throughout the nation to mark ‘World Day for Prevention of
Child Abuse’. This event took place exactly at 4:30pm on 19" November in Male and in all the atolls of the Maldives where
citizens held hands and chorused the day’s slogan ‘Prevention of child abuse- My Responsibility’.

This was the first event of its kind to take place in the Maldives where citizens came together for the noble cause in protection of
child rights. The event was broadcast live on state TV and radio. The Maldives Police Services coordinated this event throughout the
nation.

A special public function was also held at Artificial Beach, where govemment ministers, representatives from concemed authorities and
civil society came together to speak on the importance of preventing child abuse and promised to remain committed to the cause and
to work together to eliminate child abuse from Maldives.

Speakers at the function include Minister of Health and Family Dr. Aminath Jameel, Minister of Education Dr. Musthafa Luthfy,
Minister of Home Affairs, Mr. Gasim Ibrahim, Attomey General Uza Fathimath Dhiyana Saeed, Commissioner of Police Mr. Ahmed
Faseeh, Prosecutor General Mr. Ahmed Muizzu, Vice President of the Parliament Mrs. Aneesa Ahmed and the President of HRCM
Mr. Ahmed Saleem. A parent and a girl child also expressed their hopes and opinions at this ceremonious event.

Musical items by Majeediyya School Band entertained the guests. The ceremony came to a close with the National Anthem played
by this Band.

Human Rights Awareness Workshop — Faafu Atoll

The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives conducted its awareness
workshop in Faafu Atoll from the 6th to 8th of November 2008.

This workshop was aimed at senior administrative staff of Faafu atoll
including Atoll Chiefs, Island Chiefs, Magistrates, Senior Police and
MNDF Officers, senior members of Women's Development Committees,
senior personnel of hospitals, health centers and schools.

The objective of this workshop was to increase basic human rights
awareness as well as that of constitutional rights along with the rights B
ensured by the intemational conventions Maldives is party to. The
workshop will also look at the roles, responsibilities and the functions of

the Human rights Commission and Commission's Act.

This workshop has been conducted in Haa Alif, Haa Dhaal, Kaafu,
LHaviyani, Seenu and Fuvah Mulaku Atoll this year.
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HRCM Addresses the Housing Stress in the Maldives

The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives has released its

report on the housing situation tiled ‘Rapid Assessment of the e 2006 Population and Housing  apinassessment of e
HOUSING SITUATION IN THE MALDIVES

Housing situation in the Maldives’ on 20 November 2008. This  Census indicates that by that year, the
report seeks to provide an overview of the scale of the housing -
problems facing the country, why these have emerged, and averaqe number - of people per- sleeping
most importantly, the possible Steps required in overcoming  foom in Male” was 3.1 persons

them in a concrete, rights-based manner. The assessment puts , .
forward 18 recommendations, and is aimed to assist the President of the Commission
government and all concemed in taking the necessary steps to  Mr. Ahmed Saleem believes that this

better the housing problems in the country. repot would be an  important
. I , , contribution  on  housing  that the
Following @ brief introduction, the report contains three  commission has accomplished to date.

main sections. The first examines the right to adequate housing
and outlines the precise obligations held by the State to
respect, protect and fulfill this right; in conjunction with the
various entitlements of individuals that together comprise the
right to adequate housing. The next section explores the types
and sources of housing stress within the country

The report finds that at the national level, some
12,000 families do not have their own housing and 85% of the
households in Malé are either crowding in with other families or
living in temporary/makeshift living space.

HRCM is committed to pursue this issue by monitoring extent
to which the concemed authorites and the government employs
recommendation put forth in providing effective remedies to housing
situation in the Maldives.

At the end of 2007 from cases reported to the HRCM, those
related to housing issues were the third most serious and highest in
number.

olds Human Rignts ompettion

On the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration, the Human Rights Commission of the Maldives organised an art
competition for all school children nationwide. The objective of organizing such an event for students is to create interest and promote
the idea of Human rights among the new generation. The 60th anniversary provided a great platform to introduce children to the
basics of Human Rights and the relevance of it in our everyday life. The competition was carried out with the support and assistance
of Ministry of Education.

The Universal Declaration outlines 30 basic rights essential for all human beings to achieve their full potential and to live a life free of
fear and want. To honour these memorable document 5 articles were chosen from the UDHR as topics/themes for the competition.
Student’s belonging to the age groups under 13, underl6 and 19 participated in this competition.

An unprecedented 646 entries from 23 schools were submitted for this competition and more than 245 children from Male’ schools
participated. The entries received were engaging and innovative, some depicting the stark images of discrimination and others offering
more hopeful pictures of unity and the promise of something better. The diversity of artworks enabled us to understand the thoughts
and feeling they had about human rights from their perspective.

All entries were shortlisted based on their originality, artistic merit and the creative expression of the chosen article. A panel of
independent artists selected the winning entries from the shortlist.

Winners will be announced on 20th December 2008 at the annual celebrations to mark Human Rights Day.

The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives, Ma.Uthuruvehi, 5" Floor, Keneree Magu, Male’
Republic of Maldives« Tel: 3336539, Fax: 3338658,
email: info@hrcm.org.mv, website: www.hrcm.org.mv




