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The reception held to commemorate the 9th anniversary of HRCM and International Human
Rights Day 2012

President of the Commission Ms. Mariyam Azra Vice President Mr. Mohamed Waheeduddin
Ahmed addressing the reception addressing the reception
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From the events organised to commemorate the 9th anniversary of
HRCM and International Human Rights Day 2012

“Anhenunnah Kura Aniyaa Huttalaa”

“Know Your Rights” was an event organized by the Commission to raise awareness among
the migrant workers population in the Maldives on their constitutional rights afforded

by the Constitution of the Maldives. The provisions in the constitution applicable to the
expatriate community in the Maldives were read out in the event in Nepali, Bangladeshi,
Malayalam and Tamil.
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As article 33 of the Police Act affords
detainees medical attention, take immediate
action against the Police Officers who
neglected providing medical attention to the
injured among those detained following the
unrest in Addu City on 8th February 2012
(even when they requested medical aid) and
establish a system that ensures and affords
the detainees the required medical attention
as stated in the Police Act.

As the Maldivian constitution ensures that
household/private properties are inviolable
and aschildrenandelderly people are afforded
special protection under the constitution, to
immediately investigate and take immediate
action against the law enforcement Officers
whose conduct was in violation of the afore
mentioned rights during their operations to
search for the suspected perpetrators of
the incidents on 8th February 2012 and to
take necessary action to ensure that such
incidents do not repeat.

As Article 57 of the Constitution states that
everyone deprived of liberty through arrest
or detention as provided by the law, pursuant
to an order of the court, or being held in State
care for social reasons, shall be treated with
humanity and with respect for the human
dignity of the person, to take necessary
action against those who have violated these
principles - in order to end/deter degrading
treatment to/towards the personal and
human dignity of people arrested and
detained

Conduct trainings for law enforcement officials
on observing human rights ethics (refrain from
brutal, inhumane treatment) during arrest,
investigations and during various stages of
detention while dealing with detainees or
prisoners

As article 237 of the constitution states that
the security services shall protect the nation’s
sovereignty, maintain its territorial integrity,
defend the constitution and democratic
institutions, maintain and enforce law and
order, and render assistance in emergencies;
the dissent in Addu City on 8th February
2012 escalated without being controlled and
caused irrevocable damages; To take effective
measures to ensure that similar incidents do
not repeat in the future and investigate this
incident and take the necessary legal action if
the police are found to be negligent.

Maldives National Defense Force

As article 237 of the constitution states
that the security services shall protect
the nation's sovereignty, maintain its
territorial integrity, defend the constitution
and democratic institutions, maintain
and enforce law and order, and render
assistance in emergencies; the dissent in
Addu City on 8th February 2012 escalated
without being controlled and caused
irrevocable damages;

To take effective measures to ensure that
similar incidents do not repeat in the future
and investigate this incident and take the
necessary legal action if the defense force
is found to be negligent.

Department of Judicial Administration

Upgrade the security of the judicial courts
with modern technology and establish a 24
hours security maintenance systems in the
courts

Establish a network to record and document
the work done by the courts

Maldives Broadcasting Commission

Take legal action against the media outlets
that broadcast news in a manner that incites

fear and hatred in public and damage to
state and private property. In addition, urge
and ensure that the media is responsible
and fair when broadcasting news.




Recommendations by
HRCM in the report
released following the
incidents of February 8th,
2012

Maldives Police Service

| To immediately Investigate and take legal
action against the Police Officers who
carried out brutal, inhumane and degrading
treatment and punishment that are in
direct violation of the Maldivian Constitution,
the Police Act and in violation of the rights
afforded by the international conventions
that the Maldives is party to, against those
arrested following the incidents of 8th
February 2012 in Addu City.

n As article 33 of the Police Act affords
detainees medical attention, take immediate
action against the Police Officers who
neglected providing medical attention to the
injured among those detained following the
unrest in Addu City on 8th February 2012
(even when they requested medical aid) and
establish a system that ensures and affords
the detainees the required medical attention
as stated in the Police Act.

u As the Maldivian constitution ensures that
household/private properties are inviolable
and as children and elderly people are
afforded special protection under the
constitution, to immediately investigate
and take immediate action against the law
enforcement Officers whose conduct was
in violation of the afore mentioned rights
during their operations to search for the
suspected perpetrators of the incidents on
8th February 2012 and to take necessary
action to ensure that such incidents do not
repeat.

| As Article 57 of the Constitution states
that everyone deprived of liberty through
arrest or detention as provided by the law,
pursuant to an order of the court, or being
held in State care for social reasons, shall
be treated with humanity and with respect
for the human dignity of the person, to take
necessary action against those who have
violated these principles - in order to end/
deter degrading treatment to/towards the
personal and human dignity of people

arrested and detained

Conduct trainings for law enforcement officials
on observing human rights ethics (refrain from
brutal, inhumane treatment) during arrest,
investigations and during various stages of
detention while dealing with detainees or
prisoners

To provide compensation, under a prescribed
guideline/mechanism, to police who suffered
damaged to personal property during the
incidents of 8th February 2012.

Act in accordance to articles 48 (a) and 51 (¢)
of the Maldivian Constitution when arresting
and detaining people

Since Article 77(b) (1) of Police Act - "to
obstruct or hinder the role/duty of police” -
includes obstruction in any manner or carrying
out any action that could obstruct or planning
to carry out or planning to be part of any such
action or calling or encouraging or assisting or
trying to carry out any such action, To take
necessary legal action against everyone
who obstructed and refused to follow police
orders on 8th February 2012.

As article 237 of the constitution states that
the security services shall protect the nation’s
sovereignty, maintain its territorial integrity,
defend the constitution and democratic
institutions, maintain and enforce law and
order, and render assistance in emergencies;
the dissent in Addu City on 8th February 2012
escalated without being controlled and caused
irrevocable damages; To take effective
measures to ensure that similar incidents do
not repeat in the future and investigate this
incident and take the necessary legal action
if the police and defense force is found to be
negligent.

Police Integrity Commission

To immediately Investigate and take legal
action against the Police Officers who carried
out brutal, inhumane and degrading treatment
and punishment that are in direct violation
of the Maldivian Constitution, the Police Act
and in violation of the rights afforded by the
international conventions that the Maldives is
party to, against those arrested following the
incidents of 8th February 2012 in Addu City.
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NEWS :

HRCM releases annual report
2012

The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives
(HRCM) released the Annual Report of 2012 at a
news conference that was held at the Office of
HRCM on March 14, 2013, attended by Commission
President Maryam Azra Ahmed Vice President
Ahmed Tholal, Members Jeehan Mahmoodh,
Ahmed Abdul Kareem and Dr. Aly Shameem. A
Presentation highlighting the important contents
of the report was delivered following its release
by the president. After briefing the media on the
report members answered questions from the
media.

HRCM's annual report 2012 and the reports of
previous years can be downloaded (in Dhivehi
Language) from www.hrcm.org.mv.

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives Newsletter
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NEWS :

UN Special Rapporteur on the

Independence of Judges and

Lawyers meets HRCM

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the
Independence of Judges and Lawyers Gabriela
Knaul met with the Human Rights Commission of the
Maldives in February 2013.

Discussions during the meeting focused on the
challenges faced by judges, lawyers and other
parties involved in the administration of justice and
the relationship between these institutions and the
Commission. In addition, discussions also focused on
the information gathered for different reports and
on the efforts that are being made to strengthen
the justice system of the Maldives.

The meeting was also attended by the UN Human

Rights Adviser, Safir Sayed and officials from
UNOHCHR and the UNDP.
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NEWS :

HRCM's
Financial Conduct Conforms to
Standards

Auditor General:

Following the financial audit of the Human Rights
Commission of the Maldives, the Auditor General
declared that the Commission’s Financial Statement
for the year 2012 conforms to the required standard
established by the Finance Reporting under the Cash
Basis of Accounting published by the International
Public Sector Accounting Standards Board.

In his statement, the Auditor General stated that
the expenditure of the Commission has been for the
most part within the bounds of the Financial Laws
and Regulations of the State, and has been utilized
to realize the objectives of the Commission in the
manner and to the extent endorsed by the People’s
Maijlis. Furthermore, the Auditor General highlighted
three points that the Commission needed to improve
upon to be fully compliant to the general guidelines
and financial laws.

The Auditor General further stated that the
statement of assets and fiscal responsibility of the
Commission is a fair and true reflection of the actual
financial conduct of the Human Rights Commission.

o
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NEWS :

HRCM conducts training

sessions for government

institutions

HRCM began human
targeting the government
ministries on March 18, 2013.

rights training sessions
institutions and

The objectives of conducting these training
sessions are to familiarize the civil servants
with the different aspects of human rights and
to incorporate human rights perspectives in
the state policies and framework. The sessions
are being conducted with a special focus on
exchanging information on the services provided
by the institutions from a rights based approach.
Discussion will also be held on rights based issues
faced by the institutions when providing services.

The training sessions will be held for 6 different
ministries. So far training sessions have been held
for the Ministry of Environment and Energy, Ministry
of Education, Ministry of Human Resources, Youth
and Sports, Ministry of Health and Ministry of
Home Affairs. The last session will be held in June

2013 for Ministry of Gender, Family and Human
Rights.

March 2013
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COVER PAGE NEWS (Cont)
Preliminary Sessions of National ......

The National Inquiry in to the Access to Education
for Children with Disabilities was launched in
November 2012 with the purpose of looking in to the
practices, policies and laws related to the education
for children with disabilities and to determine the
States role in providing for people with disabilities
in a non-discriminatory manner, with a special focus
on the educational needs of children with disabilities.

The Components of the National Inquiry are;

B Research on access to education for children
with disabilities in Maldives

B Preliminary visits
B Written submissions
®  Open hearings

®  Preparing a report based on the information
collected from the preliminary visits, written
submissions and hearings and sharing the report
with relevant stakeholders, and

m  Monitor the implementation of the report.

Preliminary sessions were conducted in 11 Atolls
around the country till the end of December 2012
and the sessions in Male’ started in January 2013,

According to the most recent statistics (2009),
there are 2,250 children with disabilities registered
in the Maldives and of these children only 230 have
access to education.
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Striving for freedom 07 Preliminary Sessions of National
Inquiry in Male’ comes to an end
From the events 11
organised to o ) . )
A RETERR O e e o The Preliminary sessions of the Notlo'nol Inqu!ry
: in to the Access to Education for Children with
anniversary of HRCM R . . .
" Disabilities in Male’ came to an end in April.
and International
Human Rights Day The sessions were conducted in the schools;
20le aiming at students, parents, teachers and
_ school management and also among the
Recommendations 19 relevant stakeholders in the government.
by Human Rights The purposes of the sessions were to raise
Commission of the awareness on the educational rights of children
Maldives in the report with disabilities and determine the situation
released following the from their perspective.
incidents of February
8th, 2012 At present, the Commission is evaluating the
outcome of the preliminary sessions and will
UBEM relesces ol oo soon announce the date and schedule of the
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