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HRCM at the Third North Camporee

-

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives (HRCM)
has participated in the Third North Camporee organized
by the Schools of the seven northernmost atolls which
are members of the Scout movement, to inform the
participants of Human Rights. The regional event held
from 2Ist till 25th of this month was inaugurated
by Mohamed Zahid, Vice-President of HRCM.
Commission member Mariyam Azra Ahmed also
participated in this Camporee.

Targeting thousand students (aged between 12 and 18)
from northern Schools, HRCM conducted human rights
awareness programs appropriate for their ages, in the
“Development Village” established at the Camporee.
Through many different participatory activities, students
were informed of what human rights is, things they
can do to protect and promote human rights and was
informed on HRCM and the rights guaranteed by the
Constitution and international human rights treaties.

The information on human rights was provided by
HRCM’s Education Officer Mohamed Sunad and
Assistant Coordinator, Atoll and Island Network
Aishath Shibana.

The Situation of People with Disabilities in H.A & H.Dh, June 2008 Report

66 78 peeenn off fndividuals with heasing diffenilies
did mot Tiesve Theaning aids diat conlld potenally fmprove
helir qualliy off 1ifs.54 pereent of mallss and 89 peroem: of
femalles wino had ditficulities seefng did moft have spectaciies.
76 pereent off men and Slpercent off Wamnmen, who had &
Tlott off difEficully or couldn’t wallk, did mot have &
wiheelichair or & tHeycle. 47 peircent with diificulties
Il mots hadl their sight tested, 39 of the 61 individuealls with
cmotionsl problems had not received counselling, 72

HRCM President Makes a Statement at
the Inaugural Ceremony of the TVA

The President of Human Rights Commission of the
Maldives (HRCM) has said that the most important
factor in finding the truth about past human rights
violations is promoting national unity and preventing
the repetition of such crimes in the future. In a pre-
recorded video speech played at the official inaugural
ceremony of the Torture Victims® Association,
Saleem said that special heed should be taken to avoid
breeding of hatred, enmity; creation of divisions or a
spirit of vengeance in the society.

Congratulating the newly established association
upon beginning its work; Saleem expressed his belief
that fully investigating alleged human rights related
injustices and finding out what really happened
is necessary and said that since this is an immense
work, a lot of preparations and an organized, effecient
coordination have to be made beforehand.

Noting that supporting and helping any civil non-
governmental organisation, which work without any
political motivations, to promote human rights is part
of the mandate of the commission as enshrined in the
Human Rights Commission Act; Saleem expressed his
hope that the Torture Victims Association would be
such an organisation that would work in collaboration
with HRCM. He noted that the participation and
full cooperation from all the organs of the state
is necessary for this work to be effective. He also
highlighted that this should be an effort carried out in
a spirit of sincerity and free from any political rivalry
or personal bias.
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Discussions With State
Organs And Political

Parties

Human Rights Commission of the
Maldives (HRCM), on 23 February,
called for discussions amongst the
Government, Parliament, Judicial
Institutions and Political Parties
regarding measures that can ensure
the ideal delivery of the human
rights guaranteed to the Maldivian
citizens.

Speaking at a news conference
held at HRCM, the president of
HRCM Ahmed Saleem requested
all concerned parties and the media
to sincerely work for this cause
as a national issue and give full
cooperation to improve the current
human rights situation.

HRCM has shared its concerns on
the current human rights situation in
Maldivesandrequested fromrelevant
authorities to begin discussing ways
in which the human rights of citizens
can be advanced and protected.
Making this request in an open letter
sent to the President, Speaker of the
Parliament, Chief Justice and all
Political Parties; HRCM also asked
for these discussions to begin very
soon. Seven main points of concern
for these discussions were outlined
in detail in these letters.

Human Rights Education Program for Teacher Educators

Commission of
the Maldives conducted a two
day training program for Teacher
Educators of Maldives College
of Higher Education’s Faculty of
Education on March 23 and 24.

Human Rights

The program was inaugurated by
Minister of State for Education Dr.
Ahmed Ali Manik, at an inaugural
function held this morning. In his
opening speech, Dr.Ahmed Ali
Manik highlighted the current
situation of the education system
in Maldives and the importance of
right to education. In addition to his
speech, HRCM member Mariyam
Azra Ahmed, Dean of the Faculty

of Education Asim Abdul Sattar and
consultant expert on human rights
education, Mr.Colby Goodman
also addressed the participants of
the inaugural function.

In this program which was
conducted as part of HRCM’s
efforts to create a human rights
culture in the schools, participants
were be informed on topics
relevant to the education sector
such as; importance of human
rights education, gender equality
in schools and creating a human
rights friendly school environment.
Twenty four teacher educators
participated in this program.
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; Human Rights Commission of
jthe Maldives conducted a seminar
Ifor the human rights focal points
Iappointed to the Ministries, with
the objective of creating awareness
on the Human Rights Commission
IAct, including the mandate and
Iresponsibilities of HRCM.
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The seminar which was held at the
Commission on 10 March, was
inaugurated by the President of
HRCM, Ahmed Saleem.

The main objective of this seminar
was to create awareness among the
human rights focal points about the

and the work of HRCM. Another:
objective was to plan collaborative :
methods by which human rights can

be mainstreamed in the day to dayI
work of the relevant ministries. Out

of the fifteen human rights focal |
points appointed by the government, !
nine took part in this seminar. I



