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HRCM Vice President attends Regional workshop on establishing NHRIs

The Vice President of Human Rights

Commission of the Maldives, Mr.
Mohamed Zahid, represented HRCM at
a regional workshop to discuss issues
around the establishment of National
Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) in
their island states. The workshop co-
organized by the Asia Pacific Forum,
the United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner of Human Rights and the
Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat, was
held in Samoa from 27-29 April 2009.

The objctive of this workshop was to
contribute to the dialogue on human

rights in the Pacific by engaging
government representatives,
parliamentarians, public officials
and members of civil society
groups.

The workshop also was a forum to
share lessons learned from NHRIs
around the region, especially the
experience of NHRIs on small
island states. The Vice President of
HRCM Mr. Mohamed Zahid
shared the experiences of the
HRCM with the participants in this
forum.

HRCM Vice President Observes
Malawi Elections

The vice president of HRCM, MR.
Mohamed Zahid was in Malawi from
11-26 May 2009, at the request of the
Secretary-General of the
Commonwealth, to be a member of the
Commonwealth Observer Group for the
election conducted in Malawi.

The Malawi election was held on 19th
May 2009. The Commonwealth team
consisted of eleven members, chaired by
a former Head of State.

Human Rights Awareness Workshop for Facilitators of Life Skills Program

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives in collaboration with
Education Development Center conducted a Human Rights awareness
workshop for facilitators of the life skills program. The objective of
this training was to facilitate the promotion and protection of human
rights in the education sector and raise awareness on human rights and
responsibilities. Sessions on Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
Convention on the Rights of the Child, Human Rights and Health,
Islam and Human Rights and the roles and functions of the HRCM
were addressed in this training. This training was facilitated by
Commission Members and staff.

Ahmed Saleem, members of HRCM and its staff poses for a photo after a meeting held to mark human rights day 2008 in
Addu Atoll. Human Rights Day is celebrated on December 10 around the world to mark the adoption of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights by the United Nations on December 10, 1948.
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Grave concern over release of suspected pedophiles

The Human Rights Commission of the
Maldives issued a press release last month
expressing its concern over the increase in
reported cases of child abuse as well as
the increasing leniency exercised by the
courts in releasing suspected pedophiles
without fully considering the subsequent
impact of their release on the safety and
security of the victims and their families.

HRCM refers to Article 49 of the
Constitution, which confers on the courts

the power to keep suspects in custody if their
release may endanger public safety.

HRCM believes Article 49 authorizes the
courts to keep suspected pedophiles in
custody and called upon the courts to fully
consider the provisions of Article 49, and to
exercise this power to detain suspected
pedophiles in custody during the period of
trial.

In addition the Commission also called upon the
People’s Majlis to expedite an Act on pedophiles
and child abusers.

HRCM announces establishment of NGO network

‘;

_

HRCM has begun work to establish a network
of communication and co-operation among
NGOs involved in the field of human rights in
the Maldives. The objectives of this endeavor
are to assist and support the -capacity
development of NGOs, provide
encouragement for existing NGOs in carrying
out their activities and for new NGOs to
actively participate in programs aimed at
protecting, sustaining and promoting human
rights. This network also aims to create strong
bridges between provincial NGOs by
providing a  platform  for  regular
communication and

discussion of related issues, encourage better
coordination and the effective implementation
of activities aimed at protecting, sustaining
and promoting a high regard for human rights
in the country. In addition it aspires to
achieve universal access to services provided
by HRCM with the assistance of focal points
in Island based NGOs, set up provincial
NGO connections that would provide
logistical and qualitative assistance during
monitoring visits by HRCM. Thus it would
build a solid foundation of active island based
NGOs which would assist in the set up of
HRCM provincial offices in the future.

HRCM takes a public limited company to court

HRCM is to take action against Maldives Airports Company
limited for not complying with a Commission order.

According to articles 36 and 26 of the Commission Act, all persons
and entities within the jurisdiction of the Maldives are obligated to
follow orders issued by the Commission in order to uphold the
rights awarded by the constitution of the Maldives,

The case was presented to court on 19 April 2009, requesting for a
court order.

Did you know? The Convention on the Rights of the
Child is the most ratified Convention in the world.

Maldives is a party to 8 of 9 core
Human Rights Conventions.

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives, Ma.Uthuruvehi, 5% Floor, Keneree Magu, Male’ Republic of Maldives. Tel: 3336539, Fax: 3338658,

email: info@hrcm.org.mv, website: www.hrcm.org.mv
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