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The Asia Pacific Forum of National Human Rights
Institutions conducted a training workshop from 29 June
2008 to 3 July 2008 on ‘Building an Effective Media
and Communication Programme’ for HRCM staff and
Commission members. The training was conducted by
Dr. Judy McGregor, EEO Commissioner with the New
Zealand Human Rights Commission and Mr. James
lliffe, Public Affairs consultant to the Asia Pacific Forum
and the Australian Human Rights and Equal Opportunity

Commission.

The workshop was inaugurated by the Chief guest for
the function Mr. Mohamed Waheed, Special Advisor to
the National Center for Linguistic and Historical
Research, the President of the Human Rights

Commission Mr. Ahmed Saleem and other Commission

Members, facilitators of the workshop Dr. Judy McGregor, and Mr. James lliffe, media representatives, NGOs members and staff of the
Commission.

Partner NGO’s and local media agencies were invited to attend specific sessions concerning community education activities and facilitated
dialogues with local journalists and editors respectively. The programme was held over two sessions split over 5 days where the initial
sessions addressed practical issues focusing on how media works, strategic engagement with the media, partner organizations and the
civil society. Emphasis was also laid on media evaluations and monitoring the impact on target audiences. The last two sessions were
focused around strategic planning in order to identify media and communication requirements of specific projects currently being
undertaken by the HRCM.

The general objective of this workshop is to better equip the staff of HRCM in understanding and coping with the media and engage
effectively with related agencies and target groups to build human rights awareness. The APF has so far run the programme with the
National Human Rights Commission of Malaysia (SUHAKAM), New Zealand Human Rights Commission, Jordan National Center for

Human Rights and Palestine Independent Commission for Citizens’ Rights.

monitoring mechanism

The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives conducted an assessment of . . .
The HRCM has established a monitoring mechanism

the country’s current housing situation entitled ‘Rapid Assessment of Housing

Situation in the Maldives’ from 27th April to 10lh May of this year. The ® mEliter Ui [IEgess @ 4D MmpEmenizien e i

main objective of the assessment was to evaluate and gain a greater International Human Rights Instruments and their

understanding of the current housing situation in the Maldives and to make optional protocols which Maldives is a party to. This

recommendations to the government on the strategic development of housing . . . .
mechanism will monitor the progress in

policies and programs which are responsive to the needs of the country.

The assessment was carried out with the assistance of an international IEASTEREIED @ LIED CEMETHEnS ehel EREmmiie

consultant and housing expert Mr. David Westendorff of Displacement the obstacles encountered in the effective

Solutions — an NGO registered in Geneva, specializing in housing needs. implementation of these instruments. A logical

Currently HRCM is working on finalizing the written report based on the framework has been developed and distributed to

findings of the assessment in collaboration with Displacement Solutions. relevant ministies to record an update of

This report will present an overview of the current housing situation in the programmes and activities that the focal points have

country, and provide a set of recommendations for practical responses to . :
carried out so far under the conventions. The

these existing housing issues, with proposals for immediate, medium and

. progress monitoring of Human rights instruments will
long-term actions.

be carried out bi-annually.
The final version of the report is expected to be completed and publicized

shortly.




S aqqu

\ J
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The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives intends to HRCM is getting ready to commence a campaign focusing on the
mark the World Day for Prevention of Child Abuse in joint right to vote. The main purpose of this campaign is to encourage all
collaboration with the Women’s World Summit Foundation. The eligible Maldivians (specified under law) to caste their vote in the
main objective of marking the World Day for Prevention of upcoming elections. The campaign is designed to inform people about
Child Abuse is to create greater awareness and accountability their right to vote and the purpose of voting.

amongst relevant  government  authorities, civil  society

Meaning of Haqqu

organizations and the general public about their role in the

promotion and the respect for the right of the child with

particular interest in increasing awareness of the local laws & Haqqu literally means ‘Right’ in Dhivehi. This name has

regulations on child protection especially cases relating to been given to our newsletter as the main objectives of
sexual abuse and juvenile justice as well as the application of . L. . .

. ) o ) Human Rights Commission of the Maldives is to
the Convention on the Rights of the Child in the Maldives.

encourage a human rights culture in the Maldives, protect

The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives is working the rights of its citizens and offer an efficient remedy in

closely with other relevant key stakeholders from public and cases of human rights violations, and to promote and

private sector of the Maldives to mark the day. In addition, . . . .
) ] advocate for human rights issues in the Maldives. Thus
HRCM also proposes to work together with these parties

¢ 9 . . . N .
throughout the year towards establishing a systematic Haqqu® symbolises the universal humanitarian belief that

monitoring mechanism where HRCM and civil society both every individual is entited to respect, dignity and

public and private sector to take appropriate measures for protection.

prevention of child abuse.
The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives
Ma.Uthuruvehi, 5th Floor, Keneree Magu
Male’ Republic of Maldives
Tel: 3338658, Fax: 3338658

HRCM had a series of consultation meetings with the key

stakeholders to discuss the provisional programs which could

be conducted to mark the day on 19th November 2008, to Caries: cclien FErru@HEmLEHELTm
develop a campaign theme and to plan a joint communication Email: info@hrcm.org.mv

strategy. Website: www.hrcm.org.mv

DID YOU KNOW?

70.2% of people said that they voted in the presidential election in October 2003, and 63.5% considered it free and fair More rural
respondents (77.5%) voted than urban dwellers (54.6% ). The respondents who considered the election not to have been free and fair
numbered 21.0% (25.7% on Male’) another 15.5% were undecided.

In the vote for the Special Majlis in May 2004 many more rural respondents (72.3%) voted than urban (45.95%). A majority on
Male’ did not vote (52.9%), the only island on which there was such a majority. Overall, 66.4% (Men 61.3%, women 69.5%)
considered the election to be free and fair.

71.3% of respondents said they voted in January 2005 general elections .this figure is very close to the official turnout announced by
the commissioner of elections (73.1%) . 63.5% considered the election free and fair. On Male’, 56.4% voted and 51.2% agreed that
the election was free and fair, compared with 21.1% who disagreed with this.

When asked to name up three human rights which they considered the most important, fewer than 27% of respondents could identify
three human rights and nearly 42% could not name any.
(Source-“The Rights side of life” A Baseline Human Rights Survey)

HRCM conducted workshops for NGO’s in all the atolls of Maldives in the year 2007 in order to raise awareness on human rights

issues.
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