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WORD SEARCH FUN

g A
TOCI1I BBNITNEMETLVPMIROQMH CITIZEN PROBELEM
ARTTWIKEWFQLPMLIKRTOQXL CONCEPT POLITICAL
MHGET CSHLUPYBNOGDI I SCADO CULTURAL DIVERSE
MBFRRAASRTAYDZUFDFUTEWU FREEDOM ECONOMIC
EFDEERHCGI NGEMXMHMHDTT CT HUMANRIGHTS  HISTORY
LXVOUJ SSMBRETETEWATET'I AOO S INALIENABLE INDIVIDUAL
Il 1 Z TYAPJYUI UR J V ITNVNT LIBERTY NEGOTIATED
DQLWRFOOUCLTFTFI S CPUOH UNITEDNATIONS  LIFE
EUZZ OELRNEAKDNEWPRCMG TORTURE DILEMMA
CRTXTGI GI SNNOP 1T EONTII SOCIAL
LI FJ SUTATY 1l I TEULIRTOTCR SECURITY
Al TOIlI AI NECTBOQFTEUTETIFN RESPONSIBILITY
RKBI HRC I DACRI I XTCTXA IMPLEMENT
AY Il E ZDASNVAAPULT CRTI NWM DECLARATION
TQIl I RELAAHVWI A I OBNTZ CWU GENEVA
Il Q F EXTNTTREDWVUTTHBI EH ECONOMIC
OJGNXHY I | WNLNOQHIBYFKDO
NETLULXLOOWERIKTWOREHZC
XRPRCBANNEGOT I A TEDGR

kP HXLAI COSYRWRMETLBORP Y

HUMAN RIGHTS WORD SCRAMBLE

Scrambled Words Answer Pattern Scrambled Words Answer Pattern

1) Tscpree 5) Fdemoer L
2) Uesab 6) Rteaettmn
3) Mpctioaln 7) Ylitnneiicdtaof ...

4) Loitxpoaetin ... 8) Remnocus
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NEWS :

HRCM looking into incidents of
violence at Male' custodial

The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives
started investigating complaints of torture at
Custodial Reception and Diagnostic Centre (Male'
Jail) in June.

The Commission received a complaint from the
family of a detainee at Male' Jail on the 31st of
May 2013, stating that he was beaten by Officers at
Male' Jail. Following the complaint, the Commission
visited Male' Jail on 2nd of June, and from the
investigations that ensued, found proof that there
were two more detainees who sustained injuries
while at custody.

NEWS :

Juvenile court's flogging
sentence in the case of 15 year
old victim annulled by High Court

HRCM Granted amicus curie

status on the appeal case.

The High Court has annulled Juvenile Court's
judgment on August 21st, 2013 to flog a 15 year old
minor.

The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives was
granted amicus curie status on the appeal case of
the sexual abuse victim. The case was appealed
by the relevant government ministry following
the flogging sentence passed by the Juvenile
Court. HRCM submitted an investigation report
compiled taking into account safeguards, rights
and protection afforded to a victim of child abuse
under the Maldivian Constitution, Islamic Shariah
and international human rights standards. HRCM
further stressed the findings of its investigation in
the opportunities given at the hearings to highlight
the rights infringed in the case.
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The case surfaced in June 2012, after the victim gave
birth to a baby that was discovered buried on the
grounds of her home in Shaviyani Feydhoo. Ensuing
investigations revealed that the girl was a victim of
sexual abuse and subsequently her stepfather was
charged with sexual abuse of a child and premeditated
murder while her mother was charged with failing to
report the sexual abuse of a child. The Prosecutor
General's Office stated that flogging charges were
brought up against the minor for a separate offense
of consensual premarital sex that had emerged during
police investigations. The Juvenile Court's sentence of
flogging by 100 lashes was met with an international
outcry to revoke the sentence.

Ruling to annul the flogging sentence, the High Court
stated that there were irregularities in the sentence
given by the victim to the Juvenile Court and that, as
a victim of child sexual abuse, the girl was unable to
define consensual sex.

HRCM welcomed the efforts made by the Ministry
of Gender, Family and Human Rights as the legal
guardian of the child and the ground-breaking High
Court ruling that was made in accordance with the
Maldivian Constitution, Islamic Shariah and the

international human rights standards; especially the
Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of
Juvenile Justice (Beijing Rules) as advocated by the
HRCM. The Commission further recognized this as a
positive step towards the promotion and protection of
the rights of the child in the Maldives.




NEWS :

HRCM Conducts Human Rights

Clinic Laamu and Thaa Atoll

HRCM conducted Human Rights Clinics in Laamu Atoll
and Thaa Atoll in May 2013.

As part of the Clinic, an awareness workshop was
conducted for councilors of the atolsl and island
councils, senior staff of Schools and other institutions.
An information session was held for children on
their rights and responsibilities, and discussion
forums on women's rights were held for women.
Participants of these forums discussed women's
rights awareness, working towards attaining women's
rights, and challenges and opportunities for women's
development. The opportunity to lodge complaints of
human rights violations, along with legal advice was
opened for public as part of the Clinic. An information
session was also held for local NGOs the Atolls on
defending human rights.

HRCM started conducting Human Rights Clinics in
2012 to introduce services of the Commission and
disseminate information on human rights to people
living in the Atolls. The main objectives of such clinics
are to create more awareness about human rights and
responsibilities, and to create public awareness of
HRCM mandate and work.

The Commission plans to run the newly introduced
Human Rights Clinics in other atolls of the country as
well.

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives Newsletter

NEWS :

HRCM starts hearing sessions of

National Inquiry

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives started
the hearing sessions of the National Inquiry in to
Access to Education for Children with Disabilities
on July 1st, 2013 in Shaviyani Atoll Funadhoo and
Komandoo.

The hearing started in Sh.Funadhoo with an opening
ceremony that was inaugurated by State Minister at
Ministry of Health Ali Shareef and both State Minister
Shareef and President of the Commission Mariyam
Azra Ahmed addressed the ceremony. The opening
ceremony was attended by all relevant stakeholders
of the government, representatives of NGOs as well
as Members of the HRCM.

The hearing was conducted infront of a panel
comprised of the President of the Commission Azra
Ahmed, Vice President Ahmed Thoal and Secretary
General Shamun Hameed. Students, parents
and representatives of school teachers, school
management, NGOs, health centre and the Council
addressed the panel.

So far, the Commission have finished hearing
sessions in Noonu Atoll, Haa Alif Atoll and Haa
Dhaal Atoll.

Prior to the hearings, the Commission conducted
preliminary  sessions among the relevant
Government stakeholders, schools and the general
public. The purpose of the preliminary sessions
were to raise awareness among the stakeholders on
the educational rights of children with disabilities
and to determine their views and understanding of
the situation, in addition to determining the efforts
made so far to provide access to education for
children with disabilities from the State and other
relevant stakeholders.

The purpose of this inquiry is to look in to the
practices, policies and laws related to the education
for children with disabilities and to determine the
States role in providing for people with disabilities
in a non-discriminatory manner, with a special
focus on the educational needs of children with
disabilities.

August 2013



COVER PAGE NEWS (Cont)
Importance of Teaching Human

Human Rights as reflected by its' meaning,
teaches students to have a set of shared
principles and values that define how they
should treat one another. They are the values
and principles students must have in them
in order to live together and to create peace
and harmony in the society. Teaching human
rights values like respect, acceptance, care and
justice encourages the development of skills
that upholds and promotes rights, both their
own rights and others.

Studies show evidence that brings positive
changes to students and their environment by
teaching human rights. A study of 30 schools
in United Kingdom that taught Human Rights
and Responsibilities has found that “there was
little or no shouting” and that conflicts between
pupils escalated far less frequently than they
had done before." Another project carried out
in 1000 schools of United Kingdom that taught
Human Rights and Responsibilities found that
“Human Rights Education has reduced bullying
and exclusions, improved relations with
teachers and created a calmer atmosphere for
learning."” (Vasagar, 2010) Hence, based on the
learning and experiences from results of such
projects and studies, it's important that human
rights education is taught in each and every
school to create a society that respects human
rights.

One of the best ways to bring a vast change
in a society is by teaching Human Rights
to our young generation. Young people can
easily adapt to changes. They are the voters,
parliamentarians, teachers and police officers
of tomorrow. Hence, if we are to create a
peaceful, harmonious society, teaching human
right to our young generation is one of the best
investments a state can make for its future.
So incorporating human rights education will
be a natural mechanism for forwarding human
rights knowledge skills and values.

There are various ways in which human rights
can be incorporated in the school education
system. Two of the main ways are through
formal and non-formal curriculum. Formal
curriculumis through inclusion of human rights

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives Newsletter
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education in the national curriculum teacher
training, material development, and education
and school policies. Informal ways of including
human rights related activities through co-
curricular activities, such as clubs, interclass
competitions etc. Human rights commission
of the Maldives, as a part of the fulfillment the
objective "promoting a culture that respects for
human rights", works in incorporating human
rights education using both approaches for its
effectiveness. Human Rights education has been
included in the national curriculum, however,
education and school policies are not formulated
using a human rights based approach yet.
Commission also has introduced a Human Rights
clubs which are carried effectively in some of the
school of the Male'.
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Importance of Teaching Human Rights
to students

Imagine a world free of conflict and violence! A
world of harmony and peace! How could one
create a world as such? Can teaching our young
generation, human Rights create a world as we
all dream?

We livein a globalized world with people of diverse
differences; differences in religion, culture,
race, age, abilities, etc. However, with all these
differences, we all are supposed to live together.
We cannot live together or no relationship would
last long unless we are able to accept these
differences. At the same time one has to learn
how to respect and tolerate such differences.
Teaching students about their rights can raise
consciousness about the meaning of human
rights.
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