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Human Rights Awareness Workshops

The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives
has conducted two human rights awareness
workshops in AA and ADH atoll during the month
of July and August. The workshops were aimed for
the senior officials of both the atolls. Sessions on
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
some of the human rights conventions, Islam and
human rights and the roles and functions of HRCM
were delivered in these workshops. The workshops
were facilitated by commission members and staff.

HRCM has conducted awareness workshops in 12
atolls in the country under this program.

The Human Rights Commission of the
Maldives has released its report on the
employment situation in the country titled
‘The Rapid Assessment of the Employment
Situation in the Maldives’. At a function held
to publicize the report the President of
HRCM Mr. Ahmed Saleem stated that at the
end of 2008, the most number of complaints
filed at the Commission were regarding
issues related to employment, which
comprises 23.69% of total number of
complaints. He also highlighted on the
recommendations put forward in the
previous two report released by HRCM, on
the housing situation in the Maldives and the
increase in the crime rate in the Maldives, is
yet to be implemented by the government.

The Report was produced by HRCM in
consultation with Dr. Mohamed Munnavaru,

a former Attorney General.

Did You Know?

According to the population census 2006, the total number of Maldivians employed was 110,231.

The main industry in the country, tourism employed 10,578 Maldivians and is Male dominated with only 3.7%
females.

Out of the 70,000 people employed in construction and related industries 60% are migrant workers.

(Analytical Report 2006, Population and Housing Census, 2006, Ministry of Planning and National Development)
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HRCM Attends 14™ Annual Meeting of APF

vision of a future where human rights are  Mr. Saleem also said that, the

better protected and preserved. Maldivian Democratic Party, now in

power and the main opposition, the
Dhivehi Rayyithunge Party, have a
huge responsibility to work together
and call for unity during the delicate
days ahead. Speaking in this respect,
Saleem said that short-term political
battles must now take a backseat in the
interests of promoting the long-term
stability of the newly-established
constitutional state.

Mr. Saleem further stated that as the
democracy in the Maldives is still very
much in its infancy, it is important for the
political parties, as well as individual party
members and the general public, to work
together to create an environment
conducive to democracy. He also said that
we must realize that democracy cannot be
brought in overnight in a country that has
never experienced it before, and that very

A delegation from HRCM represented the
National Human Rights Institution of the

Maldives at the 14th Annual meeting of APF held
in Jordan from 4-6 August 2009.

Speaking at the meeting, President of HRCM
Mr. Ahmed Saleem said that the HRCM intends
to use human rights as a uniting force to cut
across all differences, and to promote a shared

APF Executive Director Delivers

The Human Rights Commission of the
Maldives in collaboration with the Asia

often we see the differences of opinion
being translated to personal animosity.
Hence, he stated, that a concerted effort
must be made by the major political parties
in the country to sustain what has been
achieved during the past few years in the
Parliament through MPs.

The delegation from HRCM which
attended the 14th annual meeting
includes HRCM president Mr. Ahmed
Saleem, Member Mr. Ahmed Abdul
Kareem and Secretary General Mr.
Ahmed Naseer Yousuf.

lecture for MPs

accountable, and the importance of
representation of the people in the

Did you know?

309,575 people is host to over 80,839 migrant workers.
They comprise 26.11% of the total population. (Source: -

Ministry of Human Resources, Youth and Sports)

The Maldives with a population of

Pacific Forum for National Human Rights
Institutions (APF) and the People’s Majlis
conducted a lecture for the members of the
Parliament on the Role of Parliamentarians
in Protecting and Promoting Human Rights
on 17 August 2009.

The lecture held at the Islamic Centre was
delivered by the Executive Director of APF,
Mr.Kieren Fitzpatrick.

In Mr. Kieren Fitzpatrick’s lecture, he spoke
about human rights and legislation, the role
of the Majlis in holding the executive

Education sector

Parliament through MPs.

He spoke extensively on the importance
forming a specialist human rights committee
with the Majlis in order to best achieve
executive accountability for the
implementation of the human rights
obligations.

Mr. Fitzpatrick advised that the HRCM
annual reports and specialist reports and
their associated recommendations be debated
in the parliament.

nationally

employs the second highest

number of females. (Source: Ministry of

Planning and National Development)

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives, Ma.Uthuruvehi, 5" Floor, Keneree Magu, Male’ Republic of Maldives. Tel: 3336539, Fax: 3338658,
email: info@hrcm.org.mv, website: www.hrcm.org.mv
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