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NEWS : NEWS : arn 1

g oo EaE

A Human Rights Workshop For Nerth

AlIf Atoll NGOs

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives in collaboration
with two local NGOs of Morth An Atdll has conducted a
Hurnan Rights Awareness workshop For NGOs active in that
Atoll The two-day workshop was initiated by "Association For
Mathiveri Sports and Awareness [AMSAT of Mathiveri Island
and “Jamiyyab-ul-Uloom’ of Rasdhoo Island. In addibion to
these MGOs representatives From Jamivyat-ul-MNajaah also
participated in this workshop

Held in Rasdhoo with a total of 17 participants. vanous topics
relevant to human rights and civil society were discussed
Among the key areas covered were Human Rights and
the rights enshrined in the Constitution Womens Rights
Islam and Human Rights, Employment and Human Rights
Demacracy and Human Rights: and the Role of Civil Society
in the protection and promotion of human rights

AMSA” one of the bwo NGOs that lead this workshop 1s
a member of HRCMs Human Rights NGO MNetwork This
Awareness Workshop was funded by HRCM as part of the
Funding provided to selected members of the NGO network
For Human Rights Related Projects Five NGOs in the
network recelved grants last year

The Human Rights NGO Network was established in 2009
to assist and support hwman rights NGOs and to secure
their cooperation Participation in the NGO Netwoark 1s open
For all Non-Governmental Organizations of Maldives

Human Rights Workshop in
F Bileiydhoo

The Human Rights Commission of the Maldives took part
in conducting @ human rights waorkshop at Bileiydhoo Island
from 19 - 21 March It was organized by Bileiydhoo School
Isdharivarunge Jamiyya (Alumni Association) in collaboration
with UMNDP The main theme of the Workshop was ‘Human
Rights . with a special Focus on Womens Rights and Women
Empowerment

HRCM informed the participants on Human Rights. Rights in
the Maldivian Constitution and International Covenants. the
role of HRCM: and Human Rights and Wemens Rights in
Islam Maldivian Democracy Network (MON). a Maldivian NGO
discussed and informed the participants on ‘Gender Roles and
Domestic Violence

A tatal of 31 women and 4 men representing local NGOs
Island Womens Committess Political Party [sland Branches
lespecially Women's Branches] From 1® Islands in the Central
Province participated in this workshop

NEWS :

Signing the Child Protection Work
Plan with UNICEF

On 8 February 201 HRCM participated in a Ceremany held Lo
sign the Annual Work Plan [AWP] of three LNICEF projects
namely the Education Child Protection and the Communication
For Development. The AWP For Child Protection was signed by
HECM and Maldives Police Service and the Comrmunication For
Developmerk AWF was signed by HRCM and Maldives Media
Council. HRCM was represented by Commission President
Maryam Azra Ahmed, while UNICEF Representative Mr J
Bertrand Mendis: signed on behalf of UMNICEF Maldives. at a
ceremony held at the Ministry of Finance and Treasury

HRCM will be working with the UMNICEF to develop a child
particpation mechamsm in the Maldives and both parties will
work towards strengthening the capacity of HRCM ko monitor
implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the
Chuld
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NEWS :

Discussion to Solve the Hulhumale’

Tsunami Vickims Issue

A meeting was held on 272 February at the Human Rights
Commission of the Maldives [HRCM) to discuss the
situation of the Four tsunami wickim Famibes sbill living n
the tempaorary shelters at Hulhumale Island These Families
have been residing there for a long time due to the delays
In providing them with permanent shelters They have been
deprived of some basic services. and were recently ashed to
move out of their shelters

In addition to the Commission members and Investigative
Staff of HRCM: representatives From the Families. National
Disaster Management Center (NDMC), Housing Development
Corporation [(HOC] and Department of Immigration and
Ermigration were present at the meeting

The Families expressed their grievances to the state
authorities. including the Fact that they dont have access
to drinking water and the difficulties they have to Face
since the government's decision to ubibze the land For other
purposes NOMC explained in detail the causes for the delays
in prowviding permanent shelters. and expressed their desire
to solve the issue peacefully HDC and NOMC explained the
reasons for the discontinuation of the piped drinking water
to the shelters and agreed to Find an immediate solution to
the problem

HRCM President Maryam Azra requested the concerned
Institutions to Find a solution For the troubles of these
Farnilies without violating their basic human rights and with
no risk to the children living there

NEWS :

Concerns over the Proposal to lower

the age of majority

Human Rights Commussion of the Maldives (HRCM) held a
meeting with the MP For Machangolhi South Constituency
Ahmed Mahloof to discuss bis proposed amendments ko the
‘Law on the Proteckion of the Rights of Children (9/31)
For lowering the age of majority From 1B to 16 years At
the meeting held on 4dth Aprl 2601 HRCM discussed
the challenges such an amendment could create For the
protection and promotion of the rights of Children in the
Maldives. and expressed the Commissions concerns an the
makter

f of the Maldives Newsletter

In this regard. the commission highlighted the importance
of the universal realization of the nights contained in this
legislation to all the Children under the age of 18 years, without
any discrimination HRCM also discussed the importance For the
state ko Fulfill all the rights contained in the United Mations
Convention on the Rights of the Child [CRC) and reforming the
Juvenile Justice System

The Cammission was represented by members Sheikh Ahmed
Abdul Kareem Jeehan Mahmood Dr Aly Shameem and
Secretary General Ahmed Shahid. along with the Director of
Legal and Policy Department Midhath Mahir

NEWS :

A Follow up Meeting on Employment

Assessment Report Recommendations

Human Rights Commission of the Maldives (HRCM) held
a meeting with Miristry of Human Resource Youth and
Sporks on 17 February to discuss the implementabion of the
recommendation made by HRCM in the Rapid Assessment of
the Employment Situation in the Maldives’, 280839

The main Focus of this meeting was to discuss the progress
made in the implementation of these recommendations, and
the challenges therein In addition to this the developments
Following the Maldives membership of the International Labor
Organization (ILO) on 15 May 2089 especially the process of
participating in ILO's eight core conventions were discussed
The Ministry stated that they were trying to expedite the
process necessary for the participation in these Conventions

The Ministry Delegation consisted of Deputy Director Shahida
Abdurrahman and the Deputy Minister of the Ministry's Labeor
Relations Authority Aminath Shifaya lbrahim HRCM was
represented by Commission member Or Aly Shameem Director
Maryam Zahiya and Monitoring OFficer Zeenath Mohamed

RAPID ASSESSMENT OF I e
THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION IN
THE MALDIVES

NEWS:

Meeting with the Council For the

Protection of the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities

HRCM members held a meeting with the Council for the
Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilibies. constituted
under the Miniskry of Health and Family on 8 March 207 The
meeting was attended by Council members Hamid MNadheed
Yoosuf shaan and Shidhatha Shareef The main obyective of
thus meeting was to discuss the celebration of the International
Day of Persons with Disabilities and the Functions and activities
of the council

Ways in which HRCM can prowide assistance in overcoming
the legal challenges to the council and ways in which both
parties can collaborate in the protection of the rights of
persons with disabilities and to ensure the states providence
for such persons to lead a dignified life in the society was
discussed at this meeting In addition to this HRCM requested
from the council to work with the government in solving the
noted issues in the Disability Act (Law B8/2018), and discussed
about creating more awareness on this issue The Commission
noted that Rights of Persons with Disabilties 1s one of the
Key Thematic Areas the Commission will have a special Focus
on this year and assured that HRCM's Full cooperation in any
activity of the Council regarding the protection and promotion
of the rights of persans with disabilities

NEWS |

Meeting with Police to discuss

increasing rate of violenk crimes and

public insecurity

Human Rights Commussion of the Maldives (HRCM) discussed
the increasing number of wviolent crimes and the resulting
public insecurity in capital Male City with the Senior officers
of Maldives Police Service The Commissioner of Police Ahmed
Faseeh Deputy Commissioner of Police Mohamed Rishwan
and Inspector of Police Mohamed Riyaz took part in the
meeting held at HRCM office on 18 March In addition to
Commission Members Dr Aly Shameem and Sheikh Ahmed
Abdul Kareemn, HRCM Secretary General Ahmed Shahid
Director of Investigations Departmment Shamun Hameed | and
Director of Legal Department Midhath Mahir were present at
this discussion

HRCM expressed concern over the increasing number of
violent crimes during the manth of March 281 and the
complaints of public insecurity and Fear amongst the cikizens
of Male' as well as the increased rates of such crimes in
other parts of the country and discussed collaborative
actions that HRCM and MPS can take together HRCM
also highlighted notable incidents of such viclence and their
concerns over them The Commission mentioned the key
issues which other institutions have cited as the root causes
for these incidents and discussed the issue of habitual and
convicked criminals walking free

MPS discussed the situation of viclent and organized crimes
in the Maldives. and how the Police are carrying out their
responsibilities and the challenges they Face In this regard
the Police noted that the society is not being protected
by keeping habitual and convicked crminals away and that
dangerous criminals who are arrested Frequently also walks
free because the laws necessary For ther comaction have
nok been enacted

The importance of addressing the whole problem holistically
and all the concermned parbies working together with an
unshakable commitment was discussed, and it was noted
that Fallure to do so may put the peace and stability of the
nation in a fragile situation

HRCM has planned to meet the member of Male' City
Council Eleven MPs representing the constituencies of Male
representatives from the Judiciary and other stakeholder
institubions to work towards decreasing the crime rates
and bullding a safe emvironment with their consultation and
cooperation
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that even while struggling For one's rights it |5 important
A Follow up meeting on 23 ,: within the bounds o .:|r1|‘| to |-=1[:.:-' the r.uh“

Employment Assessment Report
Recommendations

Fn:_]fh..E
Discussion to Solve the 23
Hulhumale’ Tsunami Vickims Following the President's speech. Cornmission members
Issue answered questions from the Media HRCM annual report
2018 and the reports of pre years can be downloaded (in
Concerns over the Proposal to Z23 hivehi Language] From our w whrom org my

lower the age of majority
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